Study/Objective: Prehospital Care of Spinal Cord Injuries in India. Background: Injury is an increasing burden in Low and Middle Income Countries (LMICs) including in India. Prehospital care refers to the initial medical care given to a patient following injury, and before they present to a hospital. As in several developing countries, India lacks an established prehospital care system. Appropriate prehospital care is especially pertinent for a patient with a suspected Spinal Cord Injury (SCI), as effective immobilization and transportation is vital to avoid secondary injury. Methods: Interviews were conducted at the 145-bed tertiary-level hospital, Indian Spinal Injuries Center in New Delhi, between March 10, 2016 and October 10, 2016 using a pre-designed questionnaire. Inclusion criteria was any patient >16 years who had suffered a SCI in India. Patients <16 years and who had suffered their injury outside of India, were excluded from the study. Interviews were conducted in the Rehabilitation Department with inpatients and outpatients attending for physiotherapy. Results: Overall, 53.33% of SCI was caused by road traffic accidents and 26.67% were due to a fall from height; 50.00% of patients were transported to hospital by ambulance, with a median transfer time of 2.5 hours. The remaining 50% of patients were transported by private car (26.67%), auto-rickshaw (6.67%), police car (6.67%), taxi (3.33%) or bus (3.33%). Further, 33.33% of patients transported by ambulance received pain relief, and 26.67% were transported with a neck collar or on a back board. Overall 16.67% of patients received pre-hospital care. Conclusion: As the burden of injuries, in particular those caused by road traffic accidents rises, India is increasingly in need of a country-wide, established prehospital care system. In the last decade, ambulance use has increased, but there are huge inconsistencies in the care ambulance staff provide. In addition, awareness of the identification and management of SCI needs to raised among both health care professionals and lay persons. 
